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The Rev. Wil Gafney, Ph.D. 
Hagan 209 

wgafney@ltsp.edu  
 

Tuesday: 9:00-11:00 am AND Thursday: 1:45-3:45 pm, Brossman  
Fall 2009 Off ice Hours: Tuesday and Thursday 11:00 am -12:30 pm, Drop-In 

Other Times, By Appointment Only 
 
Course Overview 

The purpose of this course is to introduce clergy in formation and Christian 
educators to Biblical Hebrew, its beauty and complexity and, its study for sermon 
and bible study preparation. The rudiments of Biblical Hebrew grammar will 
facilitate the careful exegesis of biblical texts and continuing study of biblical 
literature.  
 
Learning Objectives 
Students will learn: 

 to read, write, recite and, transliterate the Hebrew aleph-bet 
 basics of Biblical Hebrew grammar 
 a working vocabulary in Biblical Hebrew 
 to parse strong verbs in all conjugation stems and understand principles for 

parsing weak verbs 
 to read, articulate and translate simple sentences in Biblical Hebrew prose 
 to use relevant Biblical Hebrew language reference works. 
 It is also my hope that you will learn to appreciate if not love Biblical Hebrew 

and the literature recorded in it. 
 
Required Texts and Media 

1- The Book of Letters Lawrence Kushner (ISBN-10: 1879045001) 
2- Basics of Biblical Hebrew Grammar [Second Edition Only] Gary Pratico and 

Miles Van Pelt (ISBN: 0310270200) 
3- Basics of Biblical Hebrew Workbook [Second Edition Only] Gary Pratico and 

Miles Van Pelt (ISBN: 0310270227) 
4- Basics of Biblical Hebrew Vocabulary Audio Jonathan Pennington [Either CD 

ISBN: 031027074X or download from zondervan.com] 
5- Biblical Hebrew [Laminated Study Guide] Gary Pratico and Miles Van Pelt 

(ISBN: 031026295X) 
6- Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew and English Lexicon Francis Brown, R. Driver, and 

Charles Briggs [Hendrickson ISBN: 1565632060 or may substitute] 
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Recommended Texts and Media 
7- Biblia Stuttgartsenia Hebraica: Either paper-based text (BHS or Biblia Sacra) or 

computer media: Accordance 8.2.3 [http://www.accordancebible.com/] for 
Mac or Hermeneia BibleWorks 8 [http://www.bibleworks.com/] for PC. 
(GRAMCORD 2.4cx is the only LTSP faculty-approved substitute.) 
GRAMCORD is installed on public-access computers the Brossman and 
Wiedeman Centers. 

8- Biblical Hebrew, Second Ed. Audio Program Victoria Hoffer. (3 CDs, ISBN 0-
300-09864)  

9- Index to Brown, Driver, Briggs Hebrew Lexicon Bruce Einspahr (ISBN: 
0802440827) 

10- Hebrew/English Parallel Text with free audio:  
http://www.mechon-mamre.org/p/pt/pt0.htm 

NB: duplicating the CDs, commercial audio files or copyrighted material in this 
course is illegal, unethical, and immoral. My sincere hope is that none of you 
engages in theological studies while defrauding authors and artists of their 
royalties. 
 
Course Requirements: 2 Weekly Class Sessions  
12 Quizzes  =   40% 
Oral Exam    10%   
Final Exam    25%  
Homework    15% 
Attendance and Participation 10% [Active presence and informed 
participation!] Three absences will result in 0 Attendance and Participation points. 
Four will lead to failure of the course. Students taking the class Pass/Fail must have a 
final grade of 65 or above in order to successfully complete this course. 
 
Pre-Reading (Library Reserve):  
Bos, Johannah. ÒWriting on Water: The Ineffable Name of GodÓ in Jews, Christians 
and the Theology of the Hebrew Scriptures. Alice O. Bellis and Joel S. Kaminsky, eds.  
pp 45-59. 
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General Notes on Class 
 There will be a quiz every Tuesday. 
 Read the assigned pages before class for familiarity with terms and to review 

material from previous classes. 
 Read the assigned material again after class focusing on the components 

identified in the ÒlearnÓ section of the syllabus. 
 Bring your textbook and a Hebrew bible (text or software) to each class. 
 Listen to audio files for each unit as a regular part of your homework and 

quiz preparation. 
 Each session will begin in large group; small groups will follow. 
 I will offer optional review sessions on selected Friday mornings from 11-12. 
 When handing in the Workbook assignments, you may either remove the 

perforated pages (and store them subsequently in a binder) or make a 
photocopy of them if you prefer to keep it intact. 

 Check Blackboard for supplemental resources.  
 
10 September, Week 1: Class 1 – Introduction, b-a/ Aleph-Bet, Vowels 

 
 
Textbook: Read pp 1-16, 1.1-2.15 
LEARN: to read, write, recite and transliterate letters (p 1-3) and vowels (pp 10-12) 
including shewa (p 13) and dagesh forte (14) 
Biblical names: Hebrew Names Bible and/or Complete Jewish Bible 
http://www.biblestudytools.com/ParallelBible/   
 
Workbook: Hand in pp 1-7 
 
15 September, Week 1: Class 2 – Quiz, Syllables, Accents 
Bos Article Due 
Textbook: Read pp 18-25, 3.1-3.12 
LEARN: open and closed syllables (p 18); dagesh, shewa and syllabication (pp 19-20); 
qamets hatuf (p 22) and vocabulary (p 25) 
 
Workbook: Hand in pp 11-12 
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17 September, Week 2: Class 1 – Nouns  
Textbook: Read pp 28-36, 4.1-4.10 
LEARN: singular, plural and dual ending (p 28) and vocabulary (p 36) 
 
Workbook: Hand in pp 15-19 (even numbers) 
 
22 September, Week 2: Class 2 – Quiz, Definite Article, Conjunction 
Textbook: Read pp 40-47, 5.1-5.9 
LEARN: summary (p 45), vocabulary (p 46) 
 
Workbook: Hand in p 21 (2-13), p 22 (15-20), p 23 (6-9) 
 
24 September, Week 3: Class 1 – Prepositions and Direct Object Marker 
Textbook:  
Read pp 50-67, 6.1-6.9 
LEARN: prepositions (p 51), direct object marker (p 54-55) and vocabulary (p, 57) 
 
Workbook: Hand in p 25 (first exercise 3-6), p 26 (10-20) 
29 September, Week 3: Class 2 – Quiz, Adjectives 
Textbook: Read pp 60-65, 7.1-7.8 
LEARN: summaries (p 64); vocabulary (pp 65) 
 
Workbook: Hand in pp 31-32 (first exercise)  
 
1 October, Week 4: Class 1 – Pronouns 
Textbook: Read pp 70-78, 8.1-8.12 
LEARN: summaries (pp 76-77); vocabulary (pp 77-78) 
 
Workbook: Hand in pp 35-38 (first exercise) 
 
6 October, Week 4: Class 2– Quiz, Pronominal Suffixes 
Textbook: Read pp 80-91, 9.1-9-17 
LEARN: suffixes (p 80) and vocabulary (p 91) 
 
Workbook: Hand in pp 41-42 (8-15); p 43 (2-11); pp 47-48 (even numbers) 
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8 October, Week 5: Class 1 – Construct Chain 
Textbook: Read pp 95-105, 10.1-10.78 
LEARN: summary (pp 103-104) and vocabulary (p 105)  
 
Workbook: Hand in p 49 (2-6), p 52 (10-15), p 54 (20-25), p 55 (even numbers) 
 
13 October, Week 5: Class 2 – Quiz, Numbers 
Textbook: Read pp 113-119, 11.1-11.8 
LEARN: numbers (pp 113-117) and vocabulary (p 119) 
 
Workbook: Hand in p 58 (9-12) 
 
15 October, Week 6: Class 1 – Verbs 
Textbook: Read pp 122-135; 12.1-12.18 
LEARN: conjugation names (p 125, handouts) and vocabulary (p 135 
 
Workbook: Hand in pp 61-62 (5-12) 
 

FALL BREAK 
 

 
 
27 October, Week 6: Class 2 – Quiz, Qal Perfect conjugation 
Textbook: Read pp 138-149; 13.1-13.15 
LEARN: strong verb (pp 141-142) and vocabulary (pp 148-149), 
 
Workbook: Hand in pp 69-70 (numbers 1 and 9) and conjugation of three strong 
verbs (choose from: lfq, fpv, bt;k, rkz, Xbq) 
 
29 October, Week 7: Class 1 – Weak Verbs 
Textbook: Read pp 151-162, 14.1-14.16 
LEARN: weak verbs charts for recognition* (p 161) and vocabulary (pp 161-162) 
NB: You will have to recall (write) strong conjugations and recognize weak 
conjugations 
 
Workbook: Hand in p 59, p 73 (2-12), pp 76-77 (5-11) 
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3 November, Week 7: Class 2 – Quiz, Qal Imperfect conjugation 
Textbook: Read pp 166-172, 15.1-15.11; pp 176-191, 16-1-16.24 (skip  ÒnotesÓ and 
ÒreconstructingÓ sections) 
LEARN: strong verb charts (pp 167, 169), vocabulary (pp 172, 191) and weak verbs 
charts for recognition* (pp 177-178, 183-185, 187) 
 
Workbook: Hand In pp 81 (5-15), p 84 (number 1), p 85 (numbers 10 & 12), pp 86-
87 (odd numbers), pp 97-98 (4, 6), p 104 (number 9) and p 119 (even numbers) 
 
5 November, Week 8: Class 1 – Waw Consecutive  
Textbook: Read pp 195-206, 17.1-17.10 
LEARN: waw consecutive charts (p 196, 201), vocabulary (pp 205-206) 
 
Workbook: Hand In p 126 (number 3), p 127 (number 6), p 128 (number 11), p 
132 (7-8), p 133 (number 12) 
 
10 November, Week 8: Class 2 – Quiz, Imperative, Cohortative and Jussive 
Textbook: Read pp 209-222, 18.1-18.17 
LEARN: imperative chart (p 209), Cohortative and jussive discussions (pp 217-219) 
and vocabulary (p 222) 
 
Workbook: Hand In p 135 (1-5), p 139 (3-8), p 141 (12-15), p 145 (number 15)  
 
12 November, Week 9: Class 1 – Verbal Pronominal Suffixes 
Textbook: Read pp 224-233, 19.1-19.11 
LEARN: suffix chart (p 225), handout and vocabulary (p 233) 
 
Workbook: Hand In p 157 (2-10), p 158 (1-5), p 159 (7-11) and pp 161-162 (7,16) 
 
17 November, Week 9: Class 2 – Quiz, Infinitive Construct and Absolute 
Textbook: Read pp 237Ñ249, 20.1-20.14 and pp 251-257, 21.9  
LEARN: strong verb (pp 237, 251), recognize* weak verbs (pp 230-241, 252-253), pp 
249, 256-257)  
 
Workbook: Hand in p 163 (2-5), 165 (4-7), p 167 (1), p 173 (5-10)  
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19 November, Week 10: Class 1 – Qal participle  
Textbook: Read pp 259-270, 22.14 
LEARN: strong verbs (p 259), recognize* weak verbs p (261) and vocabulary (pp 269-
270) 
 
Workbook: Hand in p 179 (2-12), p 182 (9) 
 
 

Thanksgiving Break 
 
 
1 December, Week 10: Class 2 – Quiz, Niphal 
Textbook: Read pp 289-296, 299-306  
LEARN: strong perfect (p 290) imperfect (p 291), recognize* weak chart (p 306) and 
vocabulary (pp 296, 306)  
 
Workbook: Hand in p 191 (diagnostic), p 192 (12-19), p 195 (number 7), p 197 
(diagnostic), p 198 (7-11), p 201 (number 13) and p 203 (number 22) 
 
3 December, Week 11: Class 1 – Piel and Pual 
Textbook: Read pp 309-316, 26.1-26.14; pp 319-325, 27.1-27.12; pp 329-334, 28.1-
28.10 
LEARN: strong charts (pp 311-314, 330-331), JKr;b conjugation (p 324) and 
vocabulary (pp 324, 333-34) 
 
Workbook: Hand in p 211 (diagnostic and odd numbers), p 215 (number 5), p 217 
(1-5), p 227 (1-10)  
8 December, Week 11: Class 2 – Quiz, Hiphal 
Textbook: Read pp 345-353, 30.1-30.16; pp 355-364, 31.1-31.17 
LEARN: strong chart (p 352), recognize* weak chart (p 363) and vocabulary (pp 352, 
364) 
 
Workbook: Hand in p 239 (diagnostic and 1-10), p 246 (number 22), p 247 
(diagnostic) and p 254 (number 20) 
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10 December, Week 12: Class 1 – Hophal 
Textbook: Read pp 368-372, 32.1-32.9; pp 377-383, 33.1-33.15  
LEARN: strong chart (p 372), recognize* weak chart (p 383), and vocabulary (p 383) 
 
Workbook: Hand in p 255 (diagnostic and 1-10), p 259 (diagnostic), p 263 (number 
7) 
 
15 December, Week 12: Class 2 – Quiz, Hitpael 
Textbook: Read pp 385-392, 34.1-34.14; pp 394-398, 35.1-35.11 
LEARN: strong chart (p 392), recognize* weak chart (p 398) and vocabulary (pp 392, 
398) 
 
Workbook: Hand in p 267 (diagnostic and 1-10), p 270 (number 6) 
 

 
 


